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zeal by the farther acceptance of his hand, she would soon witness the commencement of a revolution which he had prepared.
Such brilliant proposals ought to have opened the eyes of the Princess to the perfidy of their author; but her inexperience and candour prevented a suspicion of the criminars infidelity, and the language of Orloff s emissary seemed analogous to the, ideas which she had received from Radzivil.
She imagined herself destined for a throne, and every dream that bore a relation to that presupposed opinion flattered her fond but delusive hopes.
Soon after this, Orloff came to Rome : his emissary had announced his arrival; he was received as a welcome benefactor. The Princess was cautioned by some persons, to whom she communicated her happiness, to beware of the designs of a man whose abandoned character, and whose fidelity to his Empress, from interested motives, would prevent him from conspiring against her safety.
Far from profiting by these salutary counsels, the Princess, with great imprudence, spoke of them to Orloff, who immediately assumed greater apparent candour, with deeper dissimulation. Not content with flattering the ambition of the young Russian Princess, he feigned an affection for her, and inspired the artless female with a real passion for him.
As soon as he was assured of this, he entreated her to unite herself with him in the most sacred bonds of conjugal felicity. To this request she unfortunately gave her consent, and it was with feelings of joy that she promised to contract a marriage, which, in the event,regory Orloff (Vol. I, p. 99). Commanded the Russian Fleet in the war with Turkey, and was later disgraced by the Emperor Paul. He eventually returned to Russia and died at Moscow possessed of vast wealth.
